
The Leaders Network Sponsors  
An Afternoon with Civil Rights Leader Rev. Al Sharpton 

You are invited to attend a press conference and share a moment 
with Civil Rights champion Rev. Al Sharpton, on this Sunday. 
  Rev. Sharpton has been a friend of the Leaders Network for 
years and like many he too is concerned about the economic 
disparities, imprudent political climate, social injustice, and the 
rise of violence in urban America.  

This RSVP only occasion will be held on this Sunday, 
October 20th, 2:30pm "sharp" at the Sankofa Cultural Arts 
Center located on 5820 W. Chicago Ave. If you will attend please 
respond to this email. This is an invitation only occasion. If you 
are bringing your family or another minister/clergy person with you 
please indicate such in your response to this email invitation. This 
gathering will not last more than an hour so be prompt. There is 
ample street parking. Hopefully you will attend. Have a wonderful 
weekend.
***************************************************************************

“SAVE HAITI SUNDAY” CAMPAIGN IN CHICAGO

 

On Sunday, January 17, 2010, the Leaders Network launched the “Save 
Haiti Sunday” Campaign in partnership with World Vision. 
  
Rev. Dr. King said, “Life’s most urgent question is, what are you doing for 
others?”  The Leaders Network, along with its membership of over 30 pastors 
and their churches has announced a partnership with World Vision to aid the 
people of Haiti who are suffering from the earthquake devastation.  

The following churches are participating: 
Brotherly Love M.B. Church - Pastor David Pope 
Christian Valley M.B. Church - Rev. Steve Greer 
General Assembly Church - Rev. Michael Stinson 
Great True Vine M.B. Church - Rev. John Collins 
Greater St. John Bible Church - Rev. Ira Acree 



Helping Hands Ministries - Rev. Maurice Gaiter  
Miracle Center - Pastor Shelly Harmon 
New Birth Christian Center - Pastor Robbie Wilkerson 
New Landmark M.B. Church - Pastor Cy Fields 
New Hope M.B. Church - Rev. Dr. J.F. Stevenson 
New Mt. Pilgrim M.B. Church - Rev. Dr. Marshall Hatch 
New Mt. Sinai - Rev. Woodard Williams 
Praise Tabernacle Outreach Ministries - Pastor David Coleman 

******************************************************************************************** 

MEDIA ALERT 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MEDIA CONTACT
Saturday, January 28, 2012
Pastor Cy Fields
708.774.9818
pastorcy@sbcglobal.net

Clergy Establishes Hotline for Families Who 
Have a Loved One in the County Morgue and 

Requests Meeting with County President 
Preckwinkle Regarding Body Pileup 

What:  Clergy establishes a telephone hotline for 
families who have a loved one in the Cook County Medical 
Examiners Facility 

Who:  Pastors of the Leaders Network and other 
clergy 

When:  HOTLINE is available immediately and 
meeting requested within the next five (5) business days 

mailto:pastorcy@sbcglobal.net


Why:  Because of the appalling images of 
deceased bodies piled like junked cars, pastors are asking 
that any family who has loved ones at the cook county 
morgue or a person recently declared missing to call 
the Leaders Network HOTLINE number at 312-   
473-6496. Pastor Cy Fields of the New Landmark MB 
Church states, “It is our moral responsibility and duty to 
extend our services to families for pastoral care and 
direction.”  

On Friday, January 27th LN pastors and other clergy 
converged on the morgue at the Cook County Medical 
Examiner's office to gain entrance, pray for the souls of 
the deceased, and demand a thorough investigation and 
response. The pastors also demanded that morgue 
overhaul plans be made public, and that an  
Independent Citizens Oversight Board made of community 
and clergy be put in place to monitor conditions and 
advocate for dignified resolution of the indigent and 
voiceless deceased. Pastor Ira Acree of the Grater St. 
John Bible Church says, “We look forward to County 
President Preckwinkle accepting our invitation to discuss 
how moving forward the county residents, the  
poor, and hurting can receive better service.” 

LEADERS NETWORK HOTLINE NUMBER 312.473.6496 

****************************************************************** 



CRIME IS DOWN IN CHICAGO 
On Dec 3, 2013, at 12:23 AM, Ira Acree <iraacree39@sbcglobal.net> wrote: 

Good evening, I thank God every day for each of you. The bloody 
summer of 2012 connected many of us who had never worked 
together previously. Many in the faith community have responded, 
and there has been some significant reduction in Chicago's 
violence as a result. Of course as long as there is 1 death, we can 
never be satisfied, but thank God for progress. Check out some of 
the statistics below: 
  
Chicago finished the first eleven months of 2013 (January 1 – November 30) 
down 25 percent in shootings, down 20 percent in murders and down 15 percent 
in overall crime compared to the same time period last year. That equates to 94 
fewer murders and more than 700 fewer shooting victims. 
  
To date, the city has seen fewer murders this year than any year since 1965.  
  
For the month of November:  
 • There were 70 fewer shootings in November 2013 than in November 2012,         

and 15 fewer shootings than in November 2011  
 • There were 9 fewer murders in November 2013 than in November 2012,         

and 7 fewer murders than in November 2011 
By the way BET news reached out to me and asked me to connect with you 
guys, they are doing a story addressing the violence in Chicago from a different 
perspective. They will be focusing on programs and people working in the 
trenches to bring about change. Please take the time and write a summary of 
what your organization is doing to make an impact. Send it to me, and I 
promise to pass  it on to the network's executive producers. And by the way, don't 
overlook this opportunity to put a national spotlight on your work. You never know 
who's watching. Thanks for helping to make a difference. 
  
Sincerely, 
Ira Acree 

**********************************************************
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