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CPS Boycott Leader to Host Rev. Al Sharpton 

The Reverend Al Sharpton visits Westside Chicago Church to address the 
Education Crisis and Disparities 

(Chicago, August 7, 2008) The New Landmark MB Church and the LEADER’S Network 
will host Reverend Al Sharpton as the guest speaker during its morning worship service. 
Reverend Sharpton is President of the National Action Network and renown civil rights 
and social justice advocate. 

On Sunday, August 10, 2008, 11:00am at New Landmark Missionary Baptist 
Church, 2700 W. Wilcox, (Near Madison and California) Reverend Al Sharpton will 
address the congregation on our education funding crisis our system’s duty to meet the 
educational needs of our most needy students. 

New Landmark’s pastor, Cy Fields, who is also President of the LEADER’s Network 
says, “. The push for equitable education funding for CPS has come to shove. The way 
Illinois currently funds education has shamefully forced the State to contribute in 
shaping a 2nd class school system that has close to 0% success in adequately preparing 
students for a post secondary education and capacity to compete in a global economy. 
Sending kids to under performing schools possessing inadequate resources seems to 
imply that people are satisfied with these apartheid-like conditions. Our church goal is 
to register 100 students to boycott the first day of school. This highlights our request 
for Gov. Blagojevich to meaningfully do something to eliminate education disparity.” 

Rev. Ira Acree of Greater St. John Bible Church says, “We appreciate Rev. Fields 
leadership in advocating for equitable education funding for all children of Illinois and 
simultaneously highlighting the need for us to take a progressive stand to combat the 
social ills we face. Extending an invitation to Rev. Al Sharpton is a case in point. His 
social justice advocacy efforts look to get at the root of a national education system that 
ill serves most poor children.” 

“Whether you are black or white, republican or democrat, it is undisputed that those 
with the most education have the best chance of realizing their dreams, and that race 
becomes less of a factor for those most educated."  Rev. Al Sharpton 


